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servant to his mother." Louis XIII., without answer-
ing, fled, and went off hunting to Versailles, taking
with him Michel de Marillac. The court concluded
from that movement, that the king had resolved to
dismiss the cardinal; immediately all the courtiers
crowded to the palace of the Luxembourg, in order
to pay court to Maria de' Medici, who had sent couriers
in all directions to announce the ugood news." Dur-
ing this time Richelieu was arranging his establish-
ment in order to flee to Havre and to leave France.
But in the evening the king ordered him to come to
Versailles, and retired with him into his cabinet. Im-
mediately the courtiers left the queen mother, and
returned to the home of the cardinal

Little by little, however, France grew accustomed
to the respect of royal authority even in the person of
the officials, and the minister of the king was obeyed
as if he were the king himself. Mazarin, who gov-
erned France for twenty years, was but an obscure
Italian adventurer, who had come to France only four
years before his elevation to the office of minister.
Richelieu had caused his appointment as cardinal;
and he ruled the kingdom as if he were master, because
it pleased the regent to confide everything to him. In
1648 an insurrection broke out, which obliged the
regent to send away the foreigner. But the Fronde
proved that the Parlement of Paris, the princes and
the Parisian people were not as strong as the king's
minister. Absolute monarchy was fully established.